
 

www.britishcouncil.org 

 

 

English for Interfaith Dialogue - EID 
 

Connect. Engage. Dialogue.  

 

 

 

 

  



 

www.britishcouncil.org 2 

Background: 

 

English for Interfaith Dialogue is a continuation of The 

British Council partnership with Al-Azhar, which started 

back in 2007, to help building the English Language, 

communication and leadership skills of teachers and 

students.                                                                      

 

Our work with Al-Azhar contributes to the British 

Council’s cultural relations mission. In 2015, Sir Ciarán 

Devane said of the Al-Azhar-British Council partnership 

that ‘Having a revered Islamic institution like Al-Azhar 

using English is invaluable and the British Council is 

extremely proud of our partnership.’    

 

English for Interfaith Dialogue project involves scaling 

up our work with Al-Azhar and position the British 

Council at the forefront of cultural relations in the area 

of supporting interfaith and intercultural dialogue 

through educational programmes.  
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Objectives: 

 

Build knowledge and expertise in connection between 

language and interfaith dialogue through the research 

and development of English for Interfaith Dialogue 

(EID) training, teaching, and learning programmes in 

partnership with Al-Azhar and UK sector specialists. 

 

Raise competencies of Al-Azhar teachers in delivering 

high quality English for interfaith and intercultural 

dialogue teaching and training programme 

interventions and position the British Council as a 

frontrunner in thought leadership through publications 

and conferences which highlight good practice in the 

teaching and learning of English through interfaith 

dialogue.                                               

 

Embed EID programmes in the British Council – Al-

Azhar English Training Centre in Cairo, and roll these 

programmes out in other Al-Azhar colleges in Egypt, 

other religious institutions in Egypt as well as other 

contexts where there is interest, such as Indonesia, 

Morocco and Palestine.  
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EID Curriculum:  

 
The new curriculum ‘English for Interfaith Dialogue’ 
was piloted at Al-Azhar English training Centre in Cairo 
to excellent feedback.  
 
The content develops both English language skills 
and skills for dialogue. 

EID current resources: 

 

• EID B1, B2 & C levels student learning material 
 

• EID Facilitator training material   
 

• Online course for teachers “Dialogue in the 
Learning Classroom         
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EID UK 2020  

 
2-8 February 2020, London   
 
The first British Council-led delegation of Azhari 
scholars, educators, and leaders to the UK to engage 
in an intercultural exchange and interfaith dialogue – 
as part of the English for Interfaith Dialogue (EID) 
programme.  
 
 
Over 5-days, we connected our delegates with 
academic, religious, and political circles in the UK, 
taking them on a learning journey and exposing them 
to new conversations and perspectives. 
 

 

 

Watch the visit video here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SQ3jUHQ8oNA
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Current Evidence  

 

EID Students Survey: 

 

92.6% are more interested in learning about other 

faiths and  cultures. 

 

 

92.5% can better use their English skills to engage with 

people from other backgrounds 

 

 

93.8% value the role of EID in developing more open, 

understanding societies 

 

 

  

 

 

It would be great if such trainings are 

repeated with the students, so they have a 

real IFD chance to apply what they are 

learning nowadays. 

                   Teacher on EID UK 2020 

 

I started reading and watching videos about 

different groups of faith after I started my 

journey with the EID because I wanted to 

learn more about the interfaith dialogue and 

beliefs that are out of my zone. 

                            EID Student 

 

The amount of time spent on inside class 

projects where students were able to 

express their opinions and show 

understanding was precious.  

                            EID Facilitator 

 


